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The late Andre Bieler, R.C.A., 
designed the crest adopted for the 
F a c u l t y o f L a w a t Q u e e n ’s 
University. His design incorporates 
the traditional symbols of law with 
elements of the university’s crest by 
superimposing the sword and 
scales of justice upon the white 
cross of St. Andrew. The red border 
of the shiled, the blue background 
and the gold of the word and scales 
incorporate the official colours of 
Queen’s University, called the 
“tricolour”.

The motto of Queen’s Law is 
Soit droit fait, which means, “Let 
right be done”. This represents both 
the creation of new law and a 
dedication to the traditional values 
of the legal order. The motto has 
been chosen from the Norman 
French phrase used to signify the 
royal assent of new laws. The words 
symbolize the democratic ideal of 
government under just laws - also 
known as the rule of law.

Queen’s Law Crest

MacDonald Hall, completed in 1960, is home to the 
Queen’s University’s Faculty of Law. Named after Sir 
John A. Macdonald - who grew up and practised law 
in Kingston before becoming Canada’s first Prime 
Minister - the building has undergone a number of 
renovations over the years. It now features a Moot 
Court room, the Lederman Law Library and a 
renovated student lounge.

MacDonald Hall



Queen’s Law Orientation 2013 - Get on BOARD!

Page 4

Welcoming Remarks

	   Welcome	  from	  the	  Dean
	   Welcome	  from	  the	  Assistant	  Dean	  of	  Students
	   Welcome	  from	  Career	  Services
	   Welcome	  from	  the	  Orientation	  Committee
	   Welcome	  from	  the	  LSS	  President

............................	  5
............................	  6
............................	  7
............................	  9
...........................	  10



Queen’s Law Orientation 2013 - Get on BOARD!

Page 5

Welcome from the Dean
Please accept my warmest congratulations on your admission 
to Queen’s Faculty of Law. I have no doubt that you will find 
Queen’s Law a welcoming community that is committed to 
outstanding teaching and academic excellence.

I am passionate about the ability of a legal education to 
broaden horizons and enrich minds. At Queen’s Law, we are 
committed to providing this opportunity to all our students. 

I encourage you to make the most of the rich assortment of 
opportunities that Queen’s Law has to offer, including our 
academic programs and legal clinics – our international 
programs – mooting opportunities – law journal – faculty and 
university governance opportunities. 

Once again, congratulations and welcome to Queen’s Law. I 
look forward to participating in orientation activities and 
meeting all of you.

Yours sincerely,

Bill Flanagan
Dean of Law
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Welcome from the 
Assistant Dean of Students

     On behalf of the staff in the Student Services, Career Services, 
     Admissions Office and Education and Equity Services Office, welcome 
     to Queen’s Law and Kingston!

	 	 	 	 	 The next three years will offer you challenging legal studies and the 
	 	 	 	 	 opportunity to give your knowledge, skills, time, and talents to the life 
	 	 	 	 	 of the law school, the university and the broader community of the City 
	 	 	 	 	 of Kingston. Participation in events, activities and organizations will 
	 	 	 	 	 foster your growth as a thoughtful, responsible and well-rounded 
	 	 	 	 	 professional. The relationships that you forge over the next few years 
	 	 	 	 	 are alliances that will help to foster your career development for years 
	 	 	 	 	 to come.

     Please remember that you can turn to the administrative staff at 
     Queen’s Law to answer your questions and to provide the support you 
     may need from time to time as you complete your Juris Doctor degree 
     requirements. Our Education and Equity Services Office is renowned 
     for the personal support and Academic Assistance Program it offers. 
     Please make sure that you make early contact with Helen Connop in 
     Room 107, Macdonald Hall. For more information, please see
	 	 	 	 	  http://law.queensu.ca/students/educationEquity.html.  

Please consider becoming a student ambassador in the recruitment process. I need your help with our 
recruiting activities over the next academic year! If you are interested in serving as a Queen’s Law Student 
Ambassador, please let me know. I can be reached at jane.emrich@queensu.ca or by phone at 
613-533-6000 ext. 74283. Please see our current Student Ambassadors at http://law.queensu.ca/
prospectiveStudents/admissionContacts/studentAmbassadors.html

Best wishes for continuing success as this next chapter of your life unfolds!

Sincerely,

Jane Emrich

http://law.queensu.ca/students/educationEquity.html
http://law.queensu.ca/students/educationEquity.html
mailto:jane.emrich@queensu.ca
mailto:jane.emrich@queensu.ca
http://law.queensu.ca/prospectiveStudents/admissionContacts/studentAmbassadors.html
http://law.queensu.ca/prospectiveStudents/admissionContacts/studentAmbassadors.html
http://law.queensu.ca/prospectiveStudents/admissionContacts/studentAmbassadors.html
http://law.queensu.ca/prospectiveStudents/admissionContacts/studentAmbassadors.html
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Welcome from Career Services
Hello Class of 2016,

Welcome to law school!

It may seem a little premature to talk about your career after law school before you have even 
started. However, we know that many of you are already thinking about your future careers, 
and that you may have questions. The role of the Career Services Office is to help you 
become aware of your career options and to provide you with the practical skills necessary to 
reach your goals. 

While you and your new classmates will hear lots of talk about summer and articling jobs from 
upper-year students, there may be very little actual recruitment activity applicable to you 
during first year. Only a small fraction of first-year students find law-related summer positions, 
and the majority of the major employers focus on second year summer recruitment.  For most 
first year law students, your main job-related tasks during this year are to get used to the 
study of law and to begin to think about the kinds of work you’d like to do eventually.

When you do participate in recruitment in the future, you will find that employers seek out 
students that are well-rounded, demonstrate initiative, sound judgment and are able to 
manage their time effectively.  They value applications from students with strong academic 
performance, but also significant and robust involvement in either law school extracurriculars, 
community involvement, and/or athletics.  Where possible, you should try to seek out 
experiences during your first year in law school that will give you some exposure to practical 
legal work, and/or allow you to develop leadership, team-work and time-management.  There 
are a number of excellent opportunities within the law school, such as, and not limited to:  
QLA, PBSC, QLJ, LSS, SGPS and many other clubs or committees.  I encourage you to 
investigate which of these options would be the best fit for you and I highly recommend that 
you get involved in these and other activities at the law school as early as possible.  

In saying that, there are few summer jobs available for first years, and you should watch the 
listserv closely for information about these recruitment processes.  In particular, applications 
are due for intellectual property jobs in Ottawa (a hard science or technical background is 
required) in October of first year.  There are also a few jobs available with large Toronto, 
Calgary and (more rarely) Ottawa firms, and recruitment for those positions happens in the 
Winter term. Watch the listserv messages we send out; as we send messages only to the 
appropriate year lists.

We will have a mandatory session, tentatively scheduled for October 7th, 2013, to provide 
introductory information and answer questions about summer jobs, articling, admission to the 
Bar, and longer-term careers. There are a few events that may be of interest to you this year 
and you should read the Career Services Newsletter, which you’ll find in your orientation 
material, for more information. By March and April, we will be helping you prepare your 
applications for the summer after second year, as many of those applications are due very 
early in the Fall of second year.



Queen’s Law Orientation 2013 - Get on BOARD!

Page 8

Welcome from Career Services
We are always happy to meet with students to provide career counselling and advice and we 
offer a review service for cover letters and resumes. However, unless Ottawa IP is of 
interest to you don’t need to worry about coming to see us during the first few months 
of law school. 

The Career Services Offices are on the fourth floor across from Room 400. You can drop in or 
e-mail some suggested times for an appointment.

We look forward to meeting all of you. Enjoy Orientation!

Julie Banting, Law Career Counsellor	 	 	 	  julie.banting@queensu.ca 
Aimee Burtch, Admissions and Career Services Coordinator  a.burtch@queensu.ca 
Christina Ulian, Admissions and Career Services Assistant  christina.ulian@queensu.ca
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Welcome from 
the Orientation Committee

	   Ruby	  Egit,	  Orientation	  Chair
	   Jenn	  Dumoulin,	  Administrative	  Chair
	   Haley	  Wong,	  Finance	  Chair
	   Lia	  Boritz,	  Events	  Co-‐Chair
	   Jessie	  Lamont,	  Events	  Co-‐Chair

8re1@queensu.ca
jennifer.dumoulin@queensu.ca

8hkw@queenus.ca
lia.boritz@queensu.ca

jessie.lamont@queensu.ca

Congratulations Class of 2016! 

The Orientation Committee would like to officially welcome you to the Faculty of Law! You 
have made one of the best decisions of your life by choosing Queen’s Law for your legal 
education – something you’ll realize early on in September!

We have been hard at work putting together an amazing month of Orientation activities for 
you. Queen’s Law prides itself not only on its academics but also on its supportive and vibrant 
law community. Orientation events provide with you with an excellent opportunity to dive into 
this community and meet your peers, upper year students, faculty and staff. While all of the 
events during Orientation are voluntary, we strongly encourage you to come out and 
participate in all of them!

We have a fantastic group of second year students lined up as QC Core and QC Leaders. 
They are your resource during the first month of law school and are all looking forward to 
meeting you during Orientation. The QC Team is dedicated to making your transition to law 
school a pleasant, smooth and fantastic experience. 

Feel free to get in touch with us if you have any questions or concerns, or if you’re just looking 
for someone to chat to in the lead up to September! We look forward to meeting each and 
every one of you.

All the best,

Lia 

Haley Jessie 

Ruby 

Jenn 
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Welcome from the LSS President
Dear QL2016,

You’re about to embark on one of the best rides of your life. 

Welcome to the smallest law school in Ontario, with the most close-knit faculty and 
administration. Welcome to a school where everyone knows your name, where everyone is 
close and supportive, and where you can find the help and support you need to succeed. 
Welcome to a place where you’re free to be whoever you want to be and chart out the life that 
you want to lead, set the goals you want to accomplish, and then with the support of your 
peers, reach for the stars.

The Queen's Law Students Society’s role is to help you achieve whatever it is you came here 
for, with over 45 academic and social clubs and sports teams, wicked smokers, coffeehouses, 
movie nights and art shows, and is a thriving little community in the broader world of Queen’s 
itself. No matter where you’re from, what kind of experience you have, if you’re straight 
through from undergrad, or if you have a few kids to speak of, it’s our job to make sure that 
you enjoy your time here at Queen’s!

Throughout the course of orientation, please feel free to approach myself, your QC leaders, or 
your LSS executive with any questions or concerns you may have about life at Queen’s Law. 
No question is ridiculous – we’ve asked them all ourselves, and we’re more than happy to 
share our experiences with courses, OCIs, smoker venues (RIP Monkey Bar) and the like.
You’ll find that there are always people at Queen's who sincerely want to support you and 
help you succeed. To me, that makes all the difference in the world.

But it’s not my job to tell you that. It’s my job to show you. Whatever it is you came here for, I 
certainly hope you find it. 

Best wishes,

Naheed Yaqubian
President, Queen’s Law Students’ Society
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advance with con!dence

expect  teamwork 
resources 
flexibility

Share our vision of what’s 
possible. At Gowlings, we help 
make your ambitions your 
realities. You’ll know where 
you’re going, and you’ll have  
the resources to get there ahead 
of the pack. To learn more about  
our student program, go to 
iwantgowlings.com

expect   mentoring 
respect  
growth

montréal ottawa toronto hamilton waterloo region calgary vancouver beijing moscow london  gowlings.com

Proud sponsor of the 2013 Queen’s Law Orientation Week
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Services at Queen’s - Overview
Queen’s University offers many student services. Below is a selection of them, although we 
encourage you to check http://www.queensu.ca/studentaffairs for more information.

Disability Services Offices
• Provides special accommodations with professors and technological aids for students with disabilities
• Located in the LaSalle Building at 146 Stuart Street

Writing Centre
• Provides one-on-one tutorials, workshops and exam prep
• Useful for fine-tuning papers and resumes, but be sure to book in advance
• Located in Stauffer Library (main floor)

Learning Strategies Development
• Aims to enhance students’ independent learning skills and academic success
• Provides practical and comprehensive coaching, resources, confidential consultations, peer support, 

referral to campus resources, skill-building volunteer activities and more!
• Contact 613-533-6315 for more information

Financial Assistance (Student Awards Office)
• Visit www.queensu.ca/studentawards
• Located in Gordon Hall (74 Union St)

Campus Bookstore
• All required law textbooks as well as general interest and reference books can be found at the campus 

bookstore
• Sells a wide variety of Queen’s supplies, clothing, and other awesome things!
• Located in Clark Hall, south of Union Street between University Avenue and Arch Street
• Visit www.campusbookstore.com for information about prices and stock

Information Technology Services (ITS)
• The Support Centre Help Desk is located on the main floor of Stauffer Library and will assist you with 

computer, email or SOLUS issues
• The Campus Computer Store, which sells laptops, desktops, and software, is located in Dupuis Hall at 

19 Division Street
• Computer drop-off is located in the basement near the Union Gallery (also in Stauffer)
• Free for Queen’s students!

http://www.campusbookstore.com
http://www.campusbookstore.com
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards
http://www.queensu.ca/studentaffairs
http://www.queensu.ca/studentaffairs
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Services at Queen’s - Overview
Queen’s Housing

• For Queen’s-owned housing applications and rental listings, visit the Community Housing website at 
http://community.housing.queensu.ca/

• For information abou residence admissions, visit http://residences.housing.queensu.ca/

Food Services
• Cafeterias are located at Leonard Hall, Ban Righ Hall and Jean Royce Hall
• Food courts are located in the ARC, JDUC, Mac-Corry and Humphrey Hall
• Restaurants on campus include: Starbucks, Tim Horton’s, Booster Juice, Pizza Pizza, Pita Pit and Chef 

Michael Smith’s Canadian Grilling Company
• Queen’s Pub (in the JDUC), Clark Hall Pub (in Clark Hall), Common Ground (in the ARC) and Common 

Ground Express (JDUC) are student-run and offer a variety of fresh food and drink
• Visit http://dining.housing.queensu.ca  for further information

The ARC (Athletics and Recreation Centre)
• New state-of-the-art facility that includes fitness classes, weight rooms, cardio equipment, squash 

courts, locker rooms, laundry and much more
• Visit www.gogaelsgo.com for more information

Queen’s Athletics
• Queen’s has both interuniversity and intramural programs
• Intramural programs are divided into men, women and co-ed teams in a variety of sports (including 

basketball, volleyball, football and dodgeball)
• Queen’s Law competes in most intramural sports and sign-ups will be announced
• Visit www.gogaelsgo.com for more information

Walkhome
• Student-run service for Queen’s students, faculty and staff, giving them the option of being safely 

accompanied while walking on campus and the surrounding area after dark
• Visit http://www.myams.org/walkhome for more information

Health, Counselling and Disability Service
• Located at 146 Stuart Street in the LaSalle Building
• Visit http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/ for more information

http://community.housing.queensu.ca/
http://community.housing.queensu.ca/
http://residences.housing.queensu.ca/
http://residences.housing.queensu.ca/
http://dining.housing.queensu.ca
http://dining.housing.queensu.ca
http://www.gogaelsgo.com
http://www.gogaelsgo.com
http://www.gogaelsgo.com
http://www.gogaelsgo.com
http://www.myams.org/walkhome
http://www.myams.org/walkhome
http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/
http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/
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Welcome - from Kingston!

We look forward to seeing you!
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Student Services Office
Location
Room 200, MacDonald Hall
Monday – Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm
Telephone: (613) 533-2220
Fax: (613) 533-6611

Functions:
The Student Services Office in Room 200 serves as the general reception area for the Faculty 
of Law. The reception desk also handles room bookings for events (other than for the Moot 
Court Room, Faculty Lounge and Student Lounge, and Room 211 Cassels Brock & Blackwell 
Classroom). It is also the collection point for award applications and computer exam requests.  
Problems with audio-visual equipment should be reported to Ron Murdock 
(murdockr@queensu.ca, 613-533-6000 ext. 74299, Room 117), Manager of IT and AV 
Services, for troubleshooting. 

The Student Services Office, the Career Development Office and the Admissions Office are 
managed by the Assistant Dean of Students, Jane Emrich, who is a member of the senior 
administrative team. The Assistant Dean of Students coordinates with Helen Connop, 
Manager of Education and Equity Services, to ensure that the needs of students at Queen’s 
Law are met.

Staff in the Student Services Office deal with: course prizes, awards and scholarships, 
lockers, teaching evaluations, examination administration (including computer exams), 
grades, grade appeals, course evaluations, registration issues and degree requirements. The 
Student Services Office serves as the Faculty’s liaison with the Office of the University 
Registrar for the administration of financial assistance, registration, examination 
arrangements, course evaluations, degree standing and Convocation. The knowledgeable 
and helpful staff are available to answer questions, assist with problems or provide direction 
to the appropriate resource or service.

The Admission Office, located on the fourth floor, is responsible for recruitment and 
admissions to the J.D. and combined J. D. degree programs. 

Administrative Staff Resources

JANE EMRICH, Assistant Dean of Students
jane.emrich@queensu.ca, ext. 74283, Room 513
Questions concerning all issues pertaining to student life, academic advising, letters of 
permission, academic procedures and policies may be referred to Jane Emrich. 

LISA GRAHAM, Manager of Records, Registration and Communications
graham@queensu.ca, ext. 74259, Room 200C
Matters pertaining to website stories and updates to the Faculty of Law website should be 
addressed to Lisa Graham. Lisa also manages exams, grading and awards.  

NANCY SOMERS, Manager of Academic Programs
somersn@queensu.ca, ext. 75318, Room 512
Matters pertaining to course enrollment, timetabling and international exchanges should be 
brought to Nancy Somers’ attention. Nancy Somers also handles room bookings for the Moot 
Court room and Room 211, the Cassels, Brock & Blackwell classroom. 

mailto:murdockr@queensu.ca
mailto:murdockr@queensu.ca
mailto:jane.emrich@queensu.ca
mailto:jane.emrich@queensu.ca
mailto:graham@queensu.ca
mailto:graham@queensu.ca
mailto:somersn@queensu.ca
mailto:somersn@queensu.ca
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Student Services Office
PATTI EVANS, Registration/Admissions Assistant
evansp@queensu.ca, ext. 75132, Room 200A
Coordinates recruitment events, admission enquiries, grades collection and processing, and 
administration of computer exams.

NANCY LEAKE, Registration/Admissions Assistant
leaken@queensu.ca, ext. 74248, Room 200B
Coordinates locker rentals for students, implementation of course evaluations, and financial 
administration of the Student Services Office and handles examination and grades 
administration.

AIMEE BURTCH, Admissions and Career Development  Coordinator
burtcha@queensu.ca, ext. 79005, Room 402
Aimee Burtch handles admissions enquiries, design and produces recruitment material, 
handles related website updates and works extensively with the Director of Career Services to 
coordinate career services events and programming.

MARGARET MOORE Secretary/Receptionist
mdm1@queensu.ca ext. 74249, Room 200
Margaret Moore staffs the reception desk, assisting the general public and students with 
enquiries and refers them to the appropriate resources. She also handles room bookings for 
events, other than room bookings for the Moot Court room and Room 211. 

CHRISTINA ULIAN, Secretary/Receptionist, Admissions Office
ulianc@queensu.ca, ext. 74261, Room 401
Christina Ulian handles admissions inquiries and maintains admissions files. She serves as a 
receptionist in the Student Services Office as required.  She provides administrative support 
to the Career Development Office.

mailto:evansp@queensu.ca
mailto:evansp@queensu.ca
mailto:leaken@queensu.ca
mailto:leaken@queensu.ca
mailto:burtcha@queensu.ca
mailto:burtcha@queensu.ca
mailto:mdm1@queensu.ca
mailto:mdm1@queensu.ca
mailto:ulianc@queensu.ca
mailto:ulianc@queensu.ca
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Education & Equity
What is it:
• A program to help those with personal problems or medical conditions that may affect 

academic performance.
• One stop shop for getting help if something goes wrong while in law school.

Why you may need it:
If anything is going on in your life that is affecting your academics: 
• Sickness
• Disability
• Need an exam or classroom accommodation
• Family crisis
• Difficulty adjusting to law school
• Equity concern
• Need to be away due to religious holidays

How it can help:
• Arrange notetakers
• Referral for assessment re: exam or classroom accommodations
• Liaise with your professors
• Bring requests for extensions or deferrals to the Academic Standing and Policies 

Committee
• Short-term, supportive counselling, information and referral
• Help speed up medical referrals (as appropriate)
• Emergency Financial Assistance (up to $100)
• Computer laptop loans

Who to talk to:

	 Helen Connop 
	 Manager of Education and Equity Services
	 helen.connop@queensu.ca
	 613-533-6000, ext. 78147

When to go to Helen:
• Ideally: as soon as there might be a problem; help nip it in the bud.

mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
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Academic Assistance Program
One of the greatest parts about Queen’s Law is all the support you get throughout your 
academic endeavors. One program that Queen’s Law offers is the Academic Assistance 
Program. This is a free and confidential tutoring/mentoring program that matches you with 
upper-year Queen’s Law students who placed in the top 25% of their class.

What to do with your tutor
• Practice questions from class
• Explain law and law school concepts 
• Exam strategies
• Rant about their general law school advice (good place to start!)
• See them as often or as little as you like (schedules permitting)

When to get a tutor?
• The earlier, the better
• It’s never too late
• Good time to assess yourself: after the Public law mid-term
• Note (some students do not tutor over the exam period, but some do)

Why you may want a Tutor
Incoming Law students have many questions that can be answered by an upper year tutor. 
Remember, they have been through the same process you are about to go through! Some of the 
many questions you can ask your tutor about include:

• Substantive law (e.g. Public law)
• Adjusting to law school/law school culture
• How to get involved in the law school
• How to write exams

• Customized study techniques that will work best for you
• What your professors want to see throughout the year
• Job processes
• Stupid questions you don’t know who else to ask

Who can get a tutor?...ANYONE (no requirements; just ask)
Why you should get a Tutor even if you don’t think you need one:     There’s no downside!

Upper-Year Buddies vs Tutors
Both Buddies and Tutors provide help adjusting to law school; they want to help and are a great 
resource, but there are some differences:
Upper Year Buddies
• Part of orientation
• Answer those ‘first-day’ questions;
• Volunteers

Tutors
• Hired by Helen Connop based on academic 

performance (top 25% of class) 
• Paid position focused on academics

Who is Helen Connop?

• Manager of Education and Equity Services; 
• Runs the Equity Program and Academic Assistance Program
• Caring, helpful, problem-solver
• Confidential!
• How to see her:
   - Stop by her office
   - Book an appointment by stopping by or email: helen.connop@queensu.ca

Everyone needs help sometimes; don’t be afraid to ask!

mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
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Happiness Project
What it is:
The Happiness Project is a confidential peer-to-peer program that matches students with 
“shared lived experience”, whether that’s mental health or another health-based issue.

How it can help:
• Learn ‘best practices’ from people who know and share best practices with people who 

don’t
• Lean on a confidante who understands the unique pressure you face
• Access to resources you may not know exist

Who does the pairing?
• Helen Connop!

Why you may need it:
• Because sometimes you need more than a good outline for your courses
• Because law school is a demanding experience and law is an even more demanding profession
• Because now is the time to manage these demands and with your overall health and well being

Who is Helen Connop?

• Manager of Education and Equity Services; 
• Runs the Equity Program and Academic Assistance Program
• Caring, helpful, problem-solver
• Confidential!
• How to see her:
   - Stop by her office
   - Book an appointment by stopping by or email: helen.connop@queensu.ca

Everyone needs help sometimes; don’t be afraid to ask!

Who can be a participant:
• Students with a diagnosed mental health or abilities-based issue
• Students who may not have been seen by a doctor or health professional yet but feeling that 

something is off
• Students who are feeling stress, anxiety, or homesickness

mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
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The Articling Committee of the Law Students’ 
Society launched the Shadow Program in 1995. First 
and second year law students are given an 
opportunity to ‘shadow’ a member of the legal 
profession for a day. This opportunity is made 
available to all students in an effort to provide them 
with a better appreciation of the practical application 
of their legal education. It is felt that the law school 
experience and Career Services programs can be 
enriched through early exposure to some of the 
varied career paths available. The Shadow Program 
also offers Group Shadow Visits, giving students an 
opportunity to “shadow” several practitioners of 
different areas of specialization within one firm.

The student coordinator works with Julie 
Banting, a career counselor with the Career 
Development Office to establish and organize a 

group of volunteer professionals who wish to 
participate. Students registering to take part in the 
program participate in an orientation session prior to 
being matched with a volunteer.

Both Queen’s Law alumni and professionals with 
no affiliation to Queen’s have generously contributed 
their time, enabling the Shadow Program to offer 
exposure to a broad range of careers, both 
traditional and non-traditional, with professionals 
from as far afield as Hong Kong and Bermuda.

The reports from both students and professional 
volunteers have been enthusiastic. Students have 
been placed with judges, practitioners, and in-house 
counsel, lawyers in the public service and individuals 
in many other types of employment.

Shadow Program

Upper Year Buddy Program
Curious about law school? Have any questions about Kingston? Just want to meet new people or grab some 
pizza over lunch? 

Then register for the Upper Year Buddy Program! Just fill out the survey to be matched with an upper year 
Queen’s Law student and on September 10th, 2013 from 1:00pm - 3:00pm, you will get the chance to ask 
them any and all questions you have about Queen’s Law and Kingston!! 

Upper Year Buddy Survey: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VXFH78R

Education & EquityWe are very proud of this student initiative and look forward to 
another successful year!

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VXFH78R
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VXFH78R
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Life at Law School
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Sessional Dates

1	 Sunday	 - Deadline for full payment of tuition, student assistance levy (SAL) & 
	 	 	    outstanding debts

2	 Monday	 - Labour Day (statutory holiday)
	 	 	 - Orientation begins

3	 Tuesday	 - Faculty enrolment / photo identification for new students
	 	 	 - Fall term classes begin for upper-year law students
	 	 	 - Open enrolment period for adding / dropping fall and winter term JD 
	 	 	    courses begins (upper years)
	 	 	 - Photo identification and student card validation for new students (1L and 
	 	 	    upper years)

4	 Wednesday	 - Mini-classes for first-year JD students

5	 Thursday	 - Regular classes commence for first-year JD students

9	 Monday	 - Last date to add fall term upper-year JD courses

10	 Tuesday	 - Last date to drop fall term upper-year JD courses

30	 Monday	 - Deadline for payment of residence, UHIP and student activity fees; after 
	 	 	    this date a monthly service charge will be assessed on any outstanding 
	 	 	    balance owing.

September 2013

14	 Monday	 - Thanksgiving Day (No classes)

16	 Wednesday	 - University Day: Classes are not cancelled
     (commemorates the grant of a Royal Charter to Queen’s University oc 
      October 16, 1841)

25	 Friday		 - Deadline to apply for admission to Global Law Program at the bader 
	 	 	    International Study Centre for spring 2013 term

October 2013
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Sessional Dates

7	 Thursday	 - Deadline to seek exam conflict and language-based accommodations 
	 	 	    through the Exams Office of the University Registrar
	 	 	 - Registration deadline with Health Counselling and Disability Services for 
	 	 	    disability-based and medical accommodations for December exams

11	 Monday	 - Remembrance Day services (Classes cancelled from 10:30am - 11:30am)

29	 Friday		 - Fall term classes end

30	 Saturday	 - Fall term pre-exam study period

November 2013

1 -	 Sunday -	 - Fall term pre-exam study period 
3	 Tuesday	

4 -	 Friday -	 - Examination Period (Tentative)
20	 Friday		

6	 Friday		 - Commemoration Day (No examinations)

31	 Tuesday	 - Fall term ends

December 2013

1 Wednesday - Winter term begins (New Year’s Day - Statutory holiday!)

6	 Monday	 - Winter term classes begin

10	 Friday		 - Last date to apply to participate in international exchange programs 
	 	 	    administered by the Faculty of Law for the 2014-2015 academic year

13	 Monday	 - Last date to add winter term JD courses

14	 Tuesday	 - Last date to drop winter term JD courses

January 2014
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Sessional Dates

3 -	 Monday -	 - Special and supplemental examination period for fall term courses

17	 Monday	 - Family Day Statutory Holiday (Classes cancelled)

17 -	 Monday 	 - Reading Week
21	 Friday		

28	 Friday		 - Last date to apply for a domestic or international letter of permission for 
	 	 	    2014 - 2015

February 2014

7 -	 Friday		 - Welcome Day
	 	 	 - Deadline to seek exam conflict and language-based accommodations 
	 	 	    arrangements through The Exams Office of the University Registrar
	 	 	 - Registration deadline with Health, Counselling and Disability Services for 
	 	 	    disability or medical accommodations

March 2014

4	 Friday		 - Winter term classes end

5 -	 Saturday -	 - Winter term pre-exam study period
9	 Wednesday

10 -	 Thursday -	 - Winter term exam period
28	 Monday

18	 Friday		 - Good Friday (University Closed)

30 	 Wednesday	 - Winter term ends

April 2014

Information current as of July 21, 2013. For the most up-to-date list of sessional dates, please visit:
http://law.queensu.ca/students/dates/SessionalDates_2013_2014_LAW.pdf

http://law.queensu.ca/students/dates/SessionalDates_2013_2014_LAW.pdf
http://law.queensu.ca/students/dates/SessionalDates_2013_2014_LAW.pdf
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Legal Foundations
Everything you need to know about the Legal Foundations program can be found here!

• Contacts
• Introduction to the Legal Foundations Program
• Legal Foundations and Skills Sessions
• Introduction to Legal Research Course
• Legal Foundations Speaker Series
• Law School Visitors
• Legal Research and Writing Materials and other Resources

Contacts

• Stan Corbett, Associate Dean and Director of Legal Foundations Program
   corbetts@queensu.ca, extension 77457, room C528
• Amy Kaufman, Head Librarian
   kaufman@queensu.ca, extension 32843, Law Library
• Helen Connop, Manager, Education and Equity Services
   helen.connop@queensu.ca, extension 78147, room 107
• Nancy Somers, Manager, Academic Program
   somersn@queensu.ca, extension 75318, room 512
• Jane Emrich, Assistant Dean of Students
   jane.emrich@queensu.ca, extension 74283, room 513

First Year Small Section Teachers

	 Section 1	 	 Professor Beverley Baines 	 email: bainesb@queensu.ca
	 Section 2	 	 Professor Lynne Hanson	 email: lh2@queensu.ca
	 Section 3 	 	 Professor Lynne Hanson	 email: lh2@queensu.ca
	 Section 4	 	 Professor Bruce Pardy	 email: pardyb@queensu.ca
	 Section 5 	 	 Professor Mark Walters	 email: mw24@queensu.ca
	 Section 6 	 	 Professor Patricia Peppin	 email: peppinp@queensu.ca

Introduction to the Legal Foundations Program

The First Year Legal Foundations Program at Queen’s Law provides students with an 
academic orientation to the study of law and with an introduction to a number of topics that 
should be considered and understood by successful law students and lawyers.  

There are a number of related components of the Legal Foundations Program: the Legal Skills 
sessions in your ‘small section’ course, the Introduction to Legal Research course, and the 
Legal Foundations Speaker series.  First-year students are also very much encouraged to 
attend as many of the talks organized by the Visitors Committee as possible.

mailto:corbetts@queensu.ca
mailto:corbetts@queensu.ca
mailto:kaufman@queensu.ca
mailto:kaufman@queensu.ca
mailto:hc5@queensu.ca
mailto:hc5@queensu.ca
mailto:somersn@queensu.ca
mailto:somersn@queensu.ca
mailto:emrichj@queensu.ca
mailto:emrichj@queensu.ca
mailto:bainesb@queensu.ca
mailto:bainesb@queensu.ca
mailto:lh2@queensu.ca
mailto:lh2@queensu.ca
mailto:lh2@queensu.ca
mailto:lh2@queensu.ca
mailto:pardyb@queensu.ca
mailto:pardyb@queensu.ca
mailto:mw24@queensu.ca
mailto:mw24@queensu.ca
mailto:peppinp@queensu.ca
mailto:peppinp@queensu.ca
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Legal Foundations
Legal Foundations and Skills Sessions 

The students in first year are grouped into six ‘small sections’ of about 30 students.  You will 
have all of your classes with your small section (this year Public Law and Torts); the remaining 
classes will be with one other small section.

The professor for this ‘small section’ course will also teach a weekly one and one-half hour 
Legal Foundations and Skills session.  This session may not be held every week for all 
sections and the individual professors will decide upon the structure and content of the 
sessions. Some professors, for example, hold sessions on general issues related to legal 
education, the legal profession, legal ethics and the justice system, as well as the 
development of legal writing and oral advocacy skills.  Small section instructors may also be 
discussing the upper-year course selection process with his or her section.  Your professor 
will provide you with further information in the first week of classes.

You may also look to your small section instructor as an informal resource person if you have 
any questions or problems during first year, though there are also other advisors available for 
a variety of issues.  The Manager of Education and Equity Services, Helen Connop (email: 
helen.connop@queensu.ca; tel: 613-533-6000 x 78147) and the Assistant Dean of Students, 
Jane Emrich (email: jane.emrich@queensu.ca; tel: 613-533-6000 x 74283) can help point you 
in the right direction. The Academic Assistance Program Upper-Year Tutors are also available 
to help as needed.

Introduction to Legal Research Course

This course is the foundation for all the legal research you will be required to do throughout 
law school and your legal career.  It covers the fundamentals of legal research, including 
researching legislation, case law, and secondary sources, and citation of those sources.  It 
deals with basic concepts of legal research in an academic environment, including legal 
authorities, accurate attribution of sources, the assessment of information in a variety of 
formats, and effective techniques for locating relevant information.  The course also covers 
research strategies and provides an introduction to legal reasoning and writing.  

This is an eight-session course, with classes to be held ONLY in the weeks of September 
through mid-November.  Please refer to the first year timetable for scheduling details.

mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
mailto:jane.emrich@queensu.ca
mailto:jane.emrich@queensu.ca
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Legal Foundations
Legal Foundations Program Speaker Series

The Legal Foundations Program also includes a speaker series that enriches the first-year 
curriculum and complements the legal skills sessions.  The speaker series provides students 
with an introduction to the study of law, legal ethics and professional responsibility, issues of 
diversity and perspectives, methods for coping with law school and career options.  

Attendance at the following events is mandatory for all students in first year.   These 
sessions are an important element of your orientation to the academic study of law and to life 
as a law student and lawyer-in-training. 

	 Tuesday, September 3, 1:30pm-2:30pm, Room 001
 Associate Dean Stan Corbett, “Welcome to Law School and the Profession of 
 Law”, Introduction to Education Equity Services Office and the Academic 
 Assistance Program with Helen Connop, Manager of Education and Equity 
 Services

With the advent of the internet there has been a dramatic increase in the number and variety 
of sources of materials available to students engaged in academic research and writing.  This 
session will introduce students to the Queen’s University Academic Integrity Policy regarding 
the appropriate use of materials in the completion of academic work.  In addition to defining 
what constitutes the appropriate use of source materials, the session will also examine the 
possible consequences of a finding of academic dishonesty. Professor Stan Corbett is the 
Associate Dean (Academic) of the Faculty of Law at Queen's University. He is also a member 
of the Affiliated Faculty with the Queen's Centre for Health Services and Policy Research, and 
is a sessional lecturer in the Faculty of Health Sciences. He has an M.A. and a Ph.D. in 
Philosophy from Queen’s, and he taught Philosophy at Acadia University from 1980 to 1992. 
He received his LL.B. from Queens in 1995. His current areas of teaching include Public and 
Constitutional Law, Administrative Law, Human Rights and Public International Law.

Wednesday, September 4, 1-2:00pm, Room 001
Professors Lisa Dufraimont and Erik Knutsen, “An Introduction to the 
Study of Law”

Starting law school means jumping in to a world of legal reasoning, terminology and 
institutions.  This session aims to familiarize new students with some basic features of our 
legal system.  The presenters will also offer reflections on what students can expect from law 
school and how they can make the most of the experience and be successful. Professor Lisa 
Dufraimont researches and teaches in the areas of criminal law, procedure and evidence at the 
Queen’s University Faculty of Law.  After graduating from the University of Toronto Faculty of 
Law in 2001, Professor Dufraimont clerked at the Court of Appeal for Ontario and obtained 
both her LL.M. and her J.S.D. from Yale University. Professor Erik S. Knutsen researches and 
teaches about insurance, torts, and civil procedure. He earned an LL.M. from Harvard Law 
School and previously practiced litigation in Thunder Bay, Toronto, and finally New York, where 
he assisted in litigating 9/11 World Trade Center disaster cases.
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Legal Foundations
	 Friday, September 6, 1-2:30pm, Room 001
 The Hon. Justice David Stratas, “Seizing the opportunity and making the most of 
 it: a judge’s perspective on legal education.” 

David Stratas, LL.B. (Queen’s 1984), B.C.L. (Oxon. 1986), LL.D. (Queen’s 2012) is a judge of 
the Federal Court of Appeal and the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada. Before his 
appointment to the Bench in 2009, he was regarded as one of Ontario’s top 40 litigators in any 
field. He specialized mainly in constitutional law, administrative law, and regulatory law. From 
1994, he has taught at the law school, winning eight teaching awards. Today he teaches the 
Written Advocacy course, offered every year to upper year law students. Justice Stratas will 
present a lecture on the nature of legal education, its importance, and its relationship to your 
later career. From his own experiences as a Queen’s law student, law teacher, lawyer and 
judge, he will offer candid and practical advice about how to make the most of your legal 
education, enhancing your later career and your contribution to the world around you. At the 
conclusion of his lecture, he will be pleased to answer any questions relevant to his lecture, 
the practice of law, the legal system, and the judiciary.

Monday September 9, 1-2:30pm, Room 001
Pro Bono Students Canada, Queen’s Law Journal (QLJ), Canadian Labour 
and Employment Law Journal (CLELJ) and Queen’s Legal Aid (QLA)

Interested in getting involved with legal-related volunteer opportunities at Queen’s Law? 
Representatives from the Queen's Law Journal, Queen's Legal Aid, and Pro Bono Students 
Canada are coming to tell you what they are all about. Swing by and learn about the 
opportunities for first year students.  Pizza will be served.

	 Friday, September 20, 1-2:30pm, Room 001
	 Academic Assistance Program Upper-Year Tutors
 Part I: “Thriving in Law School”, 1:00pm - 1:30pm

Being a student in a professional school can be a very demanding experience. Sometimes you 
might wonder why you ever decided to go to law school.  Aside from the many classes, there 
seem to be unending readings, study groups and multiple other demands on your time - and 
of course, the pressure to keep up. How do you master large amounts of complex materials in 
a short period of time? As well, there is your personal and social life, juggling all of these can 
be a challenge.  Come and learn about how to manage your workload, time and stresses in a 
way that will work for you.
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Legal Foundations
Friday, September 20, 1-2:30pm, Room 001
Part II: “Exam Preparation and Outlining Strategies”, 1:30pm - 2:15pm

As first-year practice exams loom, the upper-year tutors will provide you with invaluable advice 
and tips about the best way to prepare. Find out the answers to frequently asked questions:
- How much did you use your outlines in exams? 
- How long does it take to do an outline? 
- How useful are study groups? 
- Apart from using an outline, how else would you describe your studying process? 
- How important are your practice exams? 
- How do you use the week off before exams? 
- With previous exams, how do you know if your sample answers are right? 
- Do professors expect eloquent writing on exams? 
- How important is it to cite cases on exams?

	
 Friday, October 4, Room 001, 1:00 – 2:30pm
 Professor Allan Manson, "Ethics and Professionalism"

What's the difference between ethics and professional responsibility?   Why are they both 
important?  What does it mean to be a lawyer?  What obligations do lawyers and law students 
have to the profession, to each other, and to the public?  How does the public perceive 
lawyers and the legal profession i.e. are lawyer jokes justified or does the legal profession just 
get bad press?  This session will explore some of the key issues and problems confronting 
practitioners and the profession as a whole. Professor Manson specializes in the areas of 
sentencing and prison law.  Prior to joining the faculty at Queen’s, he practiced criminal law.  
He has also served as Deputy Judge on the Yukon Territorial Court.    

Monday, October 21, 1:00 – 2:30pm, Room 001
Quicklaw Database Training

Quicklaw is one of the most prevalent commercial legal databases in Canada (along with 
Westlaw Canada).  It is used widely by law firms and other legal departments for conducting 
legal research. Ron Jones from Quicklaw will provide you with a practical introduction to using 
this database.  This session will complement the skills taught in the First Year Legal Research 
& Writing course.
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Legal Foundations
	 Friday, October 25, 1 - 2:00pm, Room 001 
 Professor Lisa Dufraimont, “Exam Writing Skills”

To succeed at law school, you will need to master the law school exam, in particular the 
dreaded fact pattern. This session will lift the veil on how law professors go about designing 
exam questions and what kinds of answers they are looking for. We will cover deciphering 
instructions, time management, issue-spotting tricks and techniques, structuring your 
answers, common pitfalls and mistakes, citing cases, and dealing with exam anxiety. Professor 
Lisa Dufraimont researches and teaches in the areas of criminal law, procedure and evidence 
at the Queen’s University Faculty of Law.  After graduating from the University of Toronto 
Faculty of Law in 2001, Professor Dufraimont clerked at the Court of Appeal for Ontario and 
obtained both her LL.M. and her J.S.D. from Yale University.

Monday, October 28, 1:00 – 2:30pm, Room 001
Westlaw Canada Database Training

Westlaw Canada is one of the most prevalent commercial legal databases in Canada (along 
with Quicklaw).  It is used widely by law firms and other legal departments for conducting legal 
research.  Josee Provost from Westlaw Canada will provide you with a practical introduction to 
using this database.  This session will complement the skills taught in the First Year Legal 
Research & Writing course.

Qu
ee

n’
s 

La
w

 O
ri

en
ta

ti
on

 2
01

3
Pr

ou
dl

y 
Sp

on
so

re
d 

by
...



Queen’s Law Orientation 2013 - Get on BOARD!

Page 34

Legal Foundations
Law School Visitors

The law school’s Visitors Committee, chaired this year by Professor Essert, arranges an 
annual program of visits by nationally and internationally prominent scholars, who present 
seminars and lectures on a wide variety of legal subjects and issues.  We encourage you to 
attend as many of these optional sessions as you can.  Information about these and other law 
school events will be available on the student listserv throughout the year.

Legal Research and Writing Materials and other Resources

You should buy a legal dictionary and the Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation,7th 
edition, published by Carswell and available in the university bookstore.  This publication, 
which is prepared by members of the McGill Law Journal, is often referred to as ‘the McGill 
Guide’.  It is widely used by Canadian practitioners, judges, academics, and law students, 
and it serves as the standard reference guide for many Canadian law journals. 

In addition, the law school has arranged for several books that provide a valuable orientation 
to law school and to legal research and writing to be available in the Lederman Law Library.  
Your small section professor may recommend that you purchase at least one of the following 
texts:

Introduction to the Study of Law, 7th ed., Stephen Waddams, Carswell
The Law School Book, 3rd ed., Allan Hutchinson, Irwin Law
Legal Problem Solving: Reasoning, Research and Writing, 5th ed, Maureen F. Fitzgerald

The Waddams book contains a concise overview of the legal education process.  It has a 
helpful list of Latin words and phrases in common legal use.  The discussions of legal 
research and writing, legal analysis, and how to write a law school exam are all fairly brief, and 
thus these sections should perhaps be supplemented by the material in another text.

The Hutchinson book is quite comprehensive.  It contains useful sections on the study of law; 
it examines theoretical perspectives of law and situates the law within a broader social and 
historical context.  It contains extensive, useful sections on legal research and writing and 
legal reasoning.  There is a chapter on life in law school, emphasizing balance and stress/time 
management, and chapters on mooting and career options.  

The Fitzgerald text provides a basic overview of the legal research process, as well as an 
introduction to legal reasoning and analysis.

We hope that you will find your first year of law school academically and personally 
challenging, rewarding and enriching.  We wish you every success with the program, and look 
forward to meeting you soon
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
       The Faculty and Staff of Queen’s Law
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Student Involvement
One of the great things about Queen’s Law is that there are so many diverse and interesting 
ways to get involved in the QL and Queen’s community. These activities include student 
government, research and advocacy, event planning, intramural sports, and clubs and 
committees - among other things!

Students can get involved in the Law Students’ Society either by running for elected positions 
or by volunteering for committees. More information can about the LSS is available at     
http://law.queensu.ca/students/lss.html.

Law Students’ Society (“The LSS”)

If you enjoy organizing the occasional party, make sure you check out some of the 
opportunities for planning and executing Queen’s Law sponsored events, such as:
   ->   Queen’s Annual Business Law Symposium
   ->   ILS New York City Trip
   ->   Paths Less Travelled Conferene
   ->   Cabaret for a Cure
   ->   Law Games
   ->   Lawlapalooza
 ...or even next year’s Orientation!

Event Planning

Numerous interfaculty sports are available for both male and female law students, which 
include basketball, hockey, volleyball, rugby, soccer, touch football, ultimate Frisbee, 
dodgeball and, even, inner tube waterpolo!

Intramural Sports

Queen’s Law offers a wide variety of clubs and associations. For more information check out 
the Clubs Handbook and attend Clubs Day in September. A full list of clubs can be found at 
http://law.queensu.ca/students/lss/Clubs.html

Clubs and Committees

 

http://law.queensu.ca/students/lss/Clubs.html
http://law.queensu.ca/students/lss/Clubs.html
http://law.queensu.ca/students/lss.html
http://law.queensu.ca/students/lss.html
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    Hi 1Ls! Welcome to Queen’s Law! This year, Joanna Hunt and I are co-coordinating the pro 
    bono program at Queen’s. A multi-award winning program, Pro Bono Students Canada runs 
	 	 	 	 chapters at every law school in Canada. By matching law students with community 
	 	 	 	 organizations to provide free legal services, Pro Bono Students Canada increases access to 
	 	 	 	 justice in the community and provides a valuable opportunity for you to develop your legal 
	 	 	 	 skills. 

    The pro bono program at Queen’s offers a variety of projects each year - designed for 
students interested in all areas of law, in all years of their legal studies. Consider volunteering for a project in your first year and 
returning as a project lead in your second year. Feeling especially enthusiastic? Become a member of our executive! We will 
advertise for Publicity and Events Coordinators in September and these opportunities are available to first years. Come to our 
information session to learn more, or drop by the office to say ‘hi’. I sincerely hope you will consider getting involved!

-Kari-Anne Layng 

    Dear Member of the Class of 2016,

    Welcome to Queen's Law! You will face many new challenges in the year ahead, as 
    well as a host of opportunities. One opportunity we hope that you will explore is 
    the chance to work as volunteer editor at the Queen's Law Journal. This is not only 
    a great way to get to know your fellow students, but it is also a chance to get the hands-on 
legal research skills that will help you succeed in law school and in future practice.

The Queen's Law Journal is a fully-refereed review that publishes innovative articles on Canadian Law by the country's top 
academics and practitioners. The Journal is a respected academic publication that reaches an international audience, both 
through its worldwide subscriptions and through the major online legal search engines.

Like many law journals, the Queen's Law Journal is run by students. First-year students are invited to work as volunteer editors.  
As a volunteer editor, you will work closely with upper-year students, helping to ensure the accuracy of the Journal through 
citation checking and proofreading. You will also have the opportunity to participate in other aspects of the publication process 
by reviewing submissions to the Journal or assisting in the productions process. Along the way, you will gain a detailed 
knowledge of the law library, the legal search engines and the Canadian standards for citing legal references. All of these are 
must-have skills for law school success! 

If you are interested in working as a volunteer editor, please watch the listserv for updates on an information meeting that will 
take place in early September. You may also contact the Journal office directly by phone at 613-533-2245 or email 
at qlj@queensu.ca.

On behalf of the editorial team, we wish you the best of success in the year ahead, and we look forward to meeting you in 
September!

Sincerely,

Matthew Kersten and Brittiny Rabinovitch
Co-Editors-in-Chief, Queen's Law Journal

Queen’s Law is home to several organizations that offer valuable research and advocacy 
experience. These include the Queen’s Law Journal, Queen’s Legal Aid, the Canadian Labour 
and Employment Law Journal, and the Queen’s Chapter of Pro Bono Students Canada.

Research & Advocacy

mailto:qlj@queensu.ca
mailto:qlj@queensu.ca
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Hello Class of 2016!
 
In your first few weeks at Queen’s Law, you will hear about a number of fantastic extracurricular opportunities and will have to 
choose wisely about how you want to spend your time. I hope you will consider the first-year volunteer editor program with the 
Canadian Labour and Employment Law Journal (CLELJ).

The CLELJ is Canada’s foremost journal in the field of labour and employment law and is a member of the International 
Association of Labour Law Journals. It is a fully-refereed publication and its editorial board consists of prominent labour and 
employment law scholars and practitioners. The CLELJ publishes work by leading labour and employment law scholars, as 
evidenced by the fact that CLELJ articles have been cited in groundbreaking Supreme Court cases.

The CLELJ volunteer student editors will have the opportunity to work on such articles and to develop their legal writing, editing  
and citation skills—you will discover that this last one is a critical skill for law school! Working with the CLELJ enables 
volunteers to learn about substantive issues in labour and employment law, which includes a range of topics, such as wrongful 
dismissal, Charter protections for collective bargaining, and human rights and anti-discrimination law. This fall, the CLELJ will 
be publishing papers from a conference about human rights in Ontario. CLELJ Volunteers will work with upper-year editors to 
complete essential tasks including gathering sources, checking citations and substantive editing.

Best of luck to all of you in your law school careers, and if you have any questions about volunteering with the CLELJ, please 
do not hesitate to ask me!

Cody Yorke
Volunteer Coordinator
Canadian Labour and Employment Law Journal
cmkyorke[at]gmail[dot]com

The Canadian Labour and Employment Law Journal

Queen’s Legal Aid (QLA) provides an unparalleled hands-on experience for students in all years. 

Under the supervision of review counsel, student caseworkers provide legal advice and representation to both students and  
low income residents in the Kingston and Napanee areas. Volunteer caseworkers are assigned one or two files in the clinics 
areas of practice including provincial and federal disability appeals, social assistance, employees’ rights, Small Claims Court 
matters, landlord/tenant disputes, criminal injuries compensation claims, relatively minor criminal charges and serious provincial 
offences.  Students conduct their own interviews and research, prepare memoranda of fact and law, draft opinion letters and 
other correspondence, prepare pleadings, negotiate settlements, and, in the case of upper year students, appear before 
criminal and civil courts and administrative tribunals. 

Queen’s Legal Aid
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Life as a Mature Student
	 	 	 	 	           Welcome, 'mature' students of Queen's Law '16!
 
                I’d like to offer some words of advice to those who share this distinguished 
	 	 	 	 	            title.
 
	 	 	 	 	            Tip #1: Age is only a number. Trust me. I plan on being 29 every year that 
	 	 	 	 	            I'm in law school and no one cares. Break out the jeans and hoodies and 
	 	 	 	 	            enjoy!
 
                Tip #2: Exploit your strengths.  If you've been out of the school game for a 
                while, some parts of law school may be challenging. But you’ve got this. 
	 	 	 	 	            Agreement of purchase and sale in Contracts class? You used one to buy 
	 	 	 	 	            your first condo. Constitution Act of 1982? You were there when it was 
	 	 	 	 	            signed! Law memo duetomorrow? You crank out work for your CEO at a 
                moment’s notice. Harness those transferable skills and make your mark on 
	 	 	 	 	            QL.
 
                Tip #3: Make friends and have fun! Join a club (insert shameless plug for 
the mature students' club). Play intramural sports. Go to a smoker. Hang out with classmates. Embrace QL’s caring community 
and you will always have the support you need to get you through.
 
Tip #4: Make time for you, your health, your family, and anything else that you hold dear. This will be particularly important 
during April exams. Downward dog, anyone?
 
Whether you arrive with a few years of work under your belt, you’re mid-career, or you’re following a life-long dream: lean into 
law school!  You won't regret it.

Jenna Shervill, QL '15

Transferring In?
Congratulations and welcome to Queen’s Law! 

As a fellow transfer, I can attest that Queen’s really is all you 
could have hoped for and more. If, like me, you weren’t crazy 
about your first year of law school, here are some things you’ll 
have to get used to: 
• a warm and welcoming community
• superb, caring faculty 
• career counselors that actually care and know how to help
• a progressive approach towards stress and mental health, with 
   resources there when you need them 
• much, much more!

Oh, and did I mention the community? The Queen’s reputation for 
openness and fun is well deserved. Hit up the orientation parties and 
smokers throughout the year to see everyone at their silliest; or, if you’re not a night owl, check out some of the 
litany of clubs and extracurriculars Queen’s Law has to offer. I’ve made some dear, dear friends here at Queen’s, 
and I’m sure you will too.

If you have any questions (or just want to chat!) feel free to stop me in the halls or send me a message at 
0gmp@queensu.ca. Hope to meet you soon!

George Pakozdi, QL ’14

mailto:0gmp@queensu.ca
mailto:0gmp@queensu.ca
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So, You’re in a Joint Program...
    Welcome to Queen’s Law/life as a grad student! As a joint degree student I definitely 
	 	 	 	 questioned my choice to take on two degrees in three years at many points last year. Now 
    that my joint year is over though, I’ve realized that, while pursuing a joint degree can be 
	 	 	 	 challenging, it can also provide you with a unique perspective on many issues and can help 
	 	 	 	 to set you apart from other students. Here are a few tips for surviving your joint degree year:

    1. Get involved! You may feel like a bit of an outsider in both of your faculties as you aren’t 
	 	 	 	 completely immersed in either. An easy way to solve this is to join clubs, volunteer with 
	 	 	 	 different groups on campus and make sure to socialize as much as possible with both 
	 	 	 	 groups. The best resource available to you for help with classes and stress is your peers, so 
	 	 	 	 make sure to reach out and make an effort to get to know them. 

	 	 	 	 2. Manage your time. Both faculties run on very different schedules in terms of due dates 
    and exams. You will have more assignments and papers for your masters due throughout 
    the year, and most of your law exams will mainly have final exams. Make sure you take this 
    into consideration when planning your time. Don’t put your law courses to the side 
    throughout the year. 

3. Work to liaise between the two faculties. While the two departments do communicate with each other, it is up to you to 
ensure that everything runs smoothly with your degrees. Email your masters profs to tell them your law exam schedule so they 
can plan their exams around it. Let them know if you’re going to have a particularly stressful week so they can give you possible 
extensions or help you through it. Take initiative to ensure that your joint program runs smoothly.

4. Talk to upper years. Those of us who have been through the joint program know exactly what you are going through, and 
have probably had the same issues happen to us. Email or talk to any of us at any point, and we will help to point you to the 
right person to speak to, or give advice for the right way to approach the problem. If in need, Facebook or email myself or Rob 
Eisenberg (your joint program representative). 

Robyn Burns, MPA ’13, JD ‘15
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A Combined Degree Perspective
Welcome to Queen’s Law! Allow me to say first and foremost that you have made a great choice.

Are you ready to live two lives at once? The first year of your combined-degree program will be different from the experience of 
J.D. students or peers in your graduate program. At times feelings of isolation may arise because there are few, if any, people in 
exactly the same situation as you. Be ready to turn to those people and help get each other through the tough times. Make a 
conscious effort to meet students in both the Faculty of Law and your graduate program. 

A combined-degree program is a unique experience that will raise challenges in any situation. The same is true of a second 
degree program combined with the Juris Doctor. In some respects, pursuing a joint-degree program raises twice as many 
problems. Be prepared to face double the amount of administrative challenges. But when such challenges do arise, as they 
always do, keep lines of communication open and turn to administrative staff to assist you. I have found the Faculty of Law 
administration always willing to help students solve problems. Approach the administration early with a problem, and they will 
be more than willing to join you in finding a solution. 

Notwithstanding the various trials and tribulations of a combined-degree program, a joint program will develop advanced skills 
while pursuing a legal education. In this sense a combined-degree is, in my opinion, an investment. The education is more likely 
to generate returns in the long run, either through a specialized legal practice or leveraging the unique education in the private 
or public spheres. That being said, I believe pursuing a combined-degree program was a contributing factor in my obtaining an 
internship at the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development this summer. I am lucky enough to contribute to 
Orientation from Paris. Let that be evidence 
of how your combined education may be 
used to obtain unique opportunities. 

That said, I provide only one student’s 
perspective, and I encourage you to seek 
the experience of other students.  

One more thing… Be sure to take part in 
Orientation. The week is packed full of 
activities and is certainly a great way to 
enter the Queen’s Law community.

Sincerely,

Steven Bodi
M.A. (Econ) ‘13, J.D. ’15
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Questions & Answers

Do people actually dress up for theme nights?
Yes! Queen’s Law is known for its spirited students and sense of adventure! Consider hitting 
up your local Value Village or Goodwill to find some crazy Retro Party wear for Orientation. 

Will I need costumes after Orientation?
Yes!! If you have a box full of costumes past, bring it with you to Kingston! There will be many 
smokers and events to put those ‘investments’ to good use.

Wait,… did you say costumes?

I want to participate in Orientation, but it seems expensive. What can I do?
If your finances are tight (and whose aren’t right?!?), there’s a discretionary fund called the 
Spot-You-One Fund that can help cover your Orientation Registration fee. For more 
information, or to apply for funding, contact Helen Connop at helen.connop@queensu.ca.

I didn’t do Orientation during my undergrad. Why should I do Queen’s Law Orientation?
Even if you didn’t participate in Orientation during your undergrad, you should do it here! 
Orientation is designed to introduce you to the school, the city, and most importantly, 
everyone at Queen’s Law. The Faculty is very community-oriented and, because it is a 
relatively small class, chances are that you will get a chance to meet everyone of your 
classmates. Orientation is an unparalleled opportunity to meet the rest of your 1L class and 
get yourself familiar with Kingston and the Queen’s campus.

(Orientation is also a great chance to meet upper years – who are a great source of advice, 
cheap textbooks and outlines)

I don’t think I’ll click with anyone. I studied Russian Literature and dewormed orphans in 
Uganda. Do you really think I’ll find a legitimate friend?
You’re not alone. Even if you feel like that initially, chances are there is someone else here that 
you can connect with. People come to Queen’s Law with undergraduate degrees in everything 
from classical studies to engineering and even performance jazz. And, not everyone came here 
straight from university – many have had interesting and rewarding careers and some even 
took time to have a family.

Whatever your background, Orientation is your best chance to find someone to identify with.

All About Orientation

mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
mailto:helen.connop@queensu.ca
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VANCOUVER      CALGARY      EDMONTON      SASKATOON      REGINA      LONDON 

KITCHENER-WATERLOO      GUELPH      TORONTO      MARKHAM      MONTRÉAL

Congratulations on your acceptance to Queen’s Law! 

Miller Thomson enjoys a reputation as one of Canada’s most respected national 
business law firms offering a complete range of business law, advocacy and 
personal legal services in both English and French.
 
We invite you to follow us on Twitter for the latest happenings at our firm, and 
visit our website to learn more about us and our student programs. 

Wishing you continued success in your studies and beyond.

Miller Thomson LLP
millerthomson.com/students 
Follow us @millerthomson

Added experience. Added clarity. Added value.

Miller Thomson  YOU

What’s the best advice you could give to someone in first year?
GET INVOLVED! The academic side of law school may seem intimidating at first, but the most 
important thing to do in 1L is to get involved outside the classroom. Whether you join QLJ or 
the CLELJ to perfect your legal citation skills, Legal Aid or Pro Bono to get some hands-on 
legal experience, an intramural team to keep in shape, or the LSS to represent your peers, it’ll 
only make your law school experience that much more enjoyable.

Is law school actually a lot of work? I’ve heard stories about thousands of pages of 
reading…
Yes, law school is a lot of work, but, it’s also a lot of fun! The next three years of your life may 
be some of the most challenging, but they’ll also be some of the most fun and exciting. 

Also, you probably won’t need to read nearly as much ever again in your life, so that’s 
something to look forward to!

Law School 101
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Queen’s Law 2016 is on Facebook!
Queen’s Law has a great community – both offline and on! If you’re on Facebook and you’ll be joining 
the Class of 2016 at Queen’s Law, check out the QL 2016 Facebook group. It’s a great way to keep 
informed on QL events, get to know your classmates - among other things!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/143782852465549/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/143782852465549/


Queen’s Law Orientation 2013 - Get on BOARD!

Page 45

Orientation 101

Who is the 2013 QC Orientation Team?

The Orientation Committee is made up of five upper year students - an Orientation Chair, a Finance 
Chair, an Administrative Chair and two Events Co-Chairs. We’ve been working hard to organize events, 
secure sponsorship, design the handbook and website, and administer registration. As a team, we’re 
committed to doing everything we can to put on the best Orientation!

To get the QC Core and QC Leaders (and round out the 2013 QC Orientation Team), we hired a 
fantastic group of 25 upper year students. These upper year students are here to make your transition 
to law school as smooth, easy and fun as possible!

Queen’s Law Orientation 2013... Get on BOARD!

The theme for this year’s Orientation is... Board Games! 
Basically, how Orientation works is that, in September, 
incoming students will be divided into groups, each with two 
QC leaders. Each group is assigned a colour and a board 
game to represent the team. Then, throughout Orientation, 
the teams will compete in friendly events with the winning 
team being awarded an amazing prize!
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Orientation Committee
Ruby Egit (Orientation Chair)
Nickname: too Egit to quit	 	 	
Hometown: Toronto   Undergrad: Queen’s
“The transition to law school can be scary (it definitely was  for me), but at QL 
you'll quickly learn that the resources  are endless  and the friends  you make are 
invaluable. Use Orientation as  a way to meet as  many people as  you can. 
These will be the people that make the coming three years  a truly great 
experience. Get as  involved as  you can within the Queen’s  Law community 
throughout the year to ensure that your time here will be more than just about 
readings and classes.”

Lia Boritz (Events Co-Chair)
Nickname: Lil’ Nugget
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: University of Guelph
“As  one of your event co-chairs, I cannot emphasize enough just how amazing 
Orientation is  going to be - we have a great variety of events  and the best 
Orientation team that you could ask for! My advice: attend as  many events  and 
meet as  many people as  you possibly can! Even  if you don't think Orientation  is 
your thing, I guarantee you will not regret making the effort to come out and get 
involved.”

Haley Wong (Finance Chair)
Nickname: #SoWongIt’sRight
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: University of Guelph
“I'm so happy that each and every one of you has  made the 
choice to come to Queen's  Law and join  the most fantastic, fun, 
and friendly law school ever! Queen's  is  a place of endless 
opportunity. There's  something for everyone to get involved with 
and to meet like-minded friends. There is  always  someone to 
greet you with a smile on their face!”
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Jessie Lamont (Events Co-Chair)
Nickname: The Full Lamonty
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: Dalhousie
“September will be a whirlwind, but I promise it'll be just what you need to launch 
yourself into the swing of things  here. We have so many amazing events  lined up for 
you and all of our QC leaders  are very excited to meet you. We'll all help you settle in 
and feel right at home here, despite how daunting things might seem right now.”

Jenn Dumoulin (Admin Chair)
Nickname: G.I. Jenn
Hometown: Ottawa
Undergrad and Master’s: OttawaU
“Law school is  hard work, but it’s  also a great opportunity and an exhilarating 
experience! Get involved in as  many activities  as  you can that interest you - 
whether they be within the Faculty of Law, Queen’s  University or the Kingston 
community as  a whole. You’re going to meet some wonderful people, make some 
great friends, and have a fantastic time doing it.”
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QC Core and 
Upper Year Buddy Coordinator

Christine 
Haddad

Greg SillsAvril 
Ford Aubry

Nicole 
McDonald

Sean Coughlin

Sean Coughlin
Nickname: COIFlin	 	 	
Hometown: Guelph	 	 Undergrad: University of Guelph
“Orientation  at Queen’s  is  an amazing time. This  team is  going to do everything to make you feel 
welcome and part of what will become your law school family. So, start your training now – mostly by 
making sure to have a great time this summer before you come have a great time with us in September.”

Nicole McDonald
Nickname: The Velvet Hammer	
Hometown: Ottawa  Undergrad and Master’s: Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) / Queen’s
“You’ll soon be learning about all the amazing opportunities  available to you, including intramural sports, 
school clubs, art shows, volunteer work, dance performances…seriously, the list goes  on and on and on!! 
The hardest part about first-year is  deciding which activities  you’ll want to do. We have a great group of 
upper year students  available to introduce you to Queen’s  and to answer any and all questions  you might 
have about law school, and this new adventure you’re about to start!”
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Christine Haddad
Nickname: C-money
Hometown: Toronto	 	 	 Undergrad: York
“Orientation  is  the time to get to know everyone in your class, so what are you waiting for?  Get to it! Also 
take the time to get to know some upper years! I know we may be intimidating with how awesome we all 
seem but I swear, we're really nice. We can be helpful in letting you know what law school is really like.”

Greg Sills
Nickname: Alberta Beef
Hometown: Edmonton	 	 Undergrad: University of Alberta
“September is  Orientation Month (that's  right, MONTH) and it will be ridiculous: new school, new town, 
new people -- cherish and enjoy it! Whether it's  low-key dinners  or raging dance-offs  at the Staj-Mahal, 
Ale or wherever suits  your fancy, you're in  for the best years  of your life with those who will become your 
pseudo-family.”

Avril Ford Aubry
Nickname: Avziz Ansar
Hometown: Ottawa   Undergrad: Queen’s
“The first month of law is  hectic, but I hope you all get a chance to come to the Orientation events  to 
meet your new besties, participate in gladiator-style sporting activities, and eat your weight in pizza.          
I promise you, you’re going to have so much fun!.”
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QC Leaders
Chess

Cara Stoller
Nickname: Caramanjaro
Hometown: Thornhill
Undergrad: Western / York
“Orientation is probably the most fun month you will have this  
year, so get ready! Congratulations on getting into Queen’s 
Law – this is just the start of an awesome adventure.”

Ryan Everett
Nickname: Mount Everett
Hometown: Edmonton / Mississauga
Undergrad: University of Toronto
“Rest up in August and come to Kingston fresh and 
recharged - September is going to be one for the ages!”

Risk
Sophie Moher
Nickname: SoMo
Hometown: Ottawa
Undergrad: McGill
“Orientation is going to be insanely fun, overwhelming, 
and a throwback to grade 9 - get ready to dive in head 
first with an awesome group of people!”

Steve LeMesurier
Nickname: Mo Fish
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad and Master’s: Queen’s
“You made the right choice by coming to Queen’s Law. 
The sense of community here at Queen’s Law is second 
to none.”
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QC Leaders
Monopoly

Stacey Hountalas
Nickname: Prima Stacie
Hometown: Whitby
Undergrad: McGill
“Orientation is crazy, so get ready for a whirlwind! You’ll   
meet your classmates, make great friends, participate in   
tons of sweet events and start your courses! Sleep is for     
the weak”

Mitch Dost
Nickname: @mitchguyparty
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: Queen’s
“Studying Law is such an incredible opportunity, and to 
be able to do it at a school like Queen's is something to 
be proud of. Queen's is a school that takes pride in its 
traditions. Queen's is truly a school like no other.”

Operation
Steph Polgar
Nickname: The Warden
Hometown: Courtland
Undergrad: Western
“Be sure to get some sleep before September and prepare 
yourselves for one of the wildest months at Queen’s Law.”

Noah Leszcz
Nickname: Leszczious
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: McGill
“This upcoming year will be one of the most memorable of 
your lives. It all starts with Orientation week and I look forward 
to helping all of you make the transition to Kingston as easy 
as possible.”
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QC Leaders
Candyland

Arielle Kaplan
Nickname: Plin
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: Western
“Get ready for the best three years of your life - starting with 
an amazing month of orientation! Make sure you come to as 
many events as you can. They are a great way to learn more 
about QL and to meet all of the amazing people you are 
going to be spending the next few years with.”

Mike Weizel
Nickname: The Diesel
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: McGill
“I hope you all are extremely excited for what is going to 
happen with this year’s Orientation, ‘cause it’s going to be 
the best month of your life.”

Dungeons & Dragons
Rachel Eichholz
Nickname: Ike
Hometown: Kingston
Undergrad: St. Francis Xavier University
“Orientation is going to be a wild time, so be prepared for 
theme parties, inflatable sporting events and more pizza    
than you can handle!”

Joey Berger
Nickname: Ice Berg
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: Queen’s
“QL Orientation will feature fun for a straight month, friends 
for life, and a healthy handful of totally unsanctioned but 
highly recommended opportunities to go Project X on QC 
leader Sam Zadeh’s (Law ’15) brand new home!”
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QC Leaders
Rock’em Sock’em Robots
Lauren Brill-Morgan
Nickname: LBDubs
Hometown: Ajax
Undergrad: Western
“Welcome to Queen’s Law class of 2016! I cannot wait to 
meet you all for orientation! See you all in September for 
some awesome theme parties and team bonding.”

Sam Zadeh
Nickname: How’s Ya Day?
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: York
“Welcome to the Queen’s community and congratulations 
on making a great choice!  My memories of Orientation have 
not faded and trust me when I tell you that you have an 
unforgettable month ahead of you!  Really – you’re going to 
love the collegial atmosphere your law school has to offer!”

Settlers of Catan
Lisa Pincus
Nickname: Pinky
Hometown: Toronto
Undergrad: McGill
“Queen’s is an awesome place with a close community at 
the law school and tons of exciting things to get involved in.”
Adon Moss
Nickname: The Sherpa
Hometown: Victoria/Vancouver
Undergrad: UVic

An Ode To Universidad
There once was a guy from afar

who thought, "Queen's? A cabaret bar?”
But in glee he soon found;
It was not a dance ground;
Instead a place to Graduar
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QC Leaders
Battleship

Ashley Staley
Nickname: Mercedes
Hometown: Newmarket
Undergrad: Western
“Law school attracts such a diverse group and you're going 
to meet so many great people that you will be calling your 
best friends in 8 months. Get ready for it all to start with 
Orientation!”

Jeff Taylor
Nickname: Thrift Shop
Hometown: Calgary / Vancouver
Undergrad: St. FX
“Have a good time this summer, relax, have fun, do 
something you have always wanted to do but haven’t done 
yet and get ready for a crazy year, and a crazy 
ORIENTATION (yeah it’s kinda a big deal here).Orientation!”

Clue
Christiane McGovern
Nickname: Chanimal
Hometown: Ottawa
Undergrad: McGill
“Up until now you have all been reaching for the moon and 
have now landed among the stars. As you prepare to 
embark on this exciting journey don't forget to pack your 
computer, books and costumes (for the smokers).”
Connor Spelliscy
Nickname: Kenickie
Hometown: Edmonton
Undergrad: University of Alberta
“The only downside to attending Queen’s law is that the 
rest of your life will be comparatively disappointing.”
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 Vancouver  |  Calgary  |  Toronto  |  Ottawa  |  Montréal  |  Hong Kong  |  mcmillan.ca

visit us at mcmillan.ca for more information about our student programs and how to apply.

“As highly-trained legal 
professionals, we  
always bring the 
utmost skill, expertise 
and judgment to the 
development of  
creative and effective  
solutions for our clients.”

Elisabeth Preston,  
Ottawa

professional 
excellence

“We provide students  
with the opportunities 
and training to enable 
them to develop a 
passion for their work  
so that they may make 
their mark in the legal 
profession.”

Paul Davis, Toronto

taking the 
lead

in your career
take the lead

skills
development

“Students and junior 
lawyers starting their 
careers at McMillan 
have the opportunity 
of being exposed to a 
variety of rewarding 
challenges.”

Sidney Elbaz, Montréal

growth
opportunities

“Extensive training and 
mentoring have been 
constant contributors to  
my development since  
I began my career as a  
student at McMillan.”

Adam Maerov, Calgary

collaborative
approach

“The collaborative 
and supportive work 
environment at  
McMillan enhances 
learning and the 
development of  
excellent legal skills.” 

Stacey Handley, 
Vancouver
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Orientation Schedule
Campus Meet & Greet / Opening Ceremonies (7pm)
Location: Law School (MacDonald Hall)
Prepare to meet all your fellow incoming 1L, upper-year transfer and exchange students! Come to 
MacDonald Hall to find your QC Groups and kick off Orientation!
	
Bowling at Clover Leaf Lanes (8-10pm), Sponsored by Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Do you like bowling? Come get to know your fellow new Queen's Law students while bowling up a storm at 
the Clover Leaf Lanes.

Opening Night (10pm - close), Sponsored by McMillan LLP
Location: The Grizzly Grill
After a couple hours of bowling it's time to head to the Grizz to mix and mingle with your new friends!

Faculty of Law Photo ID and Enrolment Verification Session (10am-12pm)
Location: MacDonald Hall, Room 100 
Have your Faculty of Law photo taken and pick up your welcome pack with timetables, section list, student 
handbook and important notices. You can then proceed to the Student Lounge on the same level to pick up 
your Orientation swag bag and enjoy a delicious breakfast..

Registration and Breakfast (10am-12pm), Sponsored by Mathews Dinsdale & Clark LLP
Location: Macdonald Hall, Student Lounge
Pick up your own Orientation swag in the Student Lounge, while you enjoy a fabulous breakfast. Everyone 
loves free swag and the law firms help sponsor Queen’s Law Orientation by donating their swag.

Legal Foundations (1:30pm–2:30pm)
Associate Dean Stan Corbett, “Welcome to Law School and the Profession of Law”, Introduction to 
Education Equity Services Office and the Academic Assistance Program with Helen Connop, 
Manager of Education and Equity Services
Location: Room 001
With the advent of the Internet there has been a dramatic increase in the number and variety of sources of 
materials available to students engaged in academic research and writing.  This session will introduce 
students to the Queen’s University Academic Integrity Policy regarding the appropriate use of materials in 
the completion of academic work.  In addition to defining what constitutes the appropriate use of source 
materials, the session will also examine the possible consequences of a finding of academic dishonesty. 
Professor Stan Corbett is the Associate Dean (Academic) of the Faculty of Law at Queen's University. He is 
also a member of the Affiliated Faculty with the Queen's Centre for Health Services and Policy Research, 
and is a sessional lecturer in the Faculty of Health Sciences. He has an M.A. and a Ph.D. in Philosophy from 
Queen’s, and he taught Philosophy at Acadia University from 1980 to 1992. He received his LL.B. from 
Queen’s in 1995. His current areas of teaching include Public and Constitutional Law, Administrative Law, 
Human Rights and Public International Law.

Queen's Campus Scavenger Hunt (3pm), Sponsored by Scotiabank (Wellington St. Branch)
Location: Depart from MacDonald Hall Courtyard
Come participate in the scavenger hunt – you’ll figure out important campus locations in no time – where to 
get the best lunch, where to study, where to relax, etc.

Retro Party (10:30 pm – close)

Tuesday, September 3, 2013

Monday, September 2, 2013
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Pizza Dinner @ QC Leaders’ Houses (7:30pm arrival, 8pm pizza.)
Might as well learn it as quickly as possible – Queen’s Law LOVES Pizza. Get together with your               
QC groups for a pizza party while getting dressed for the Legendary Retro Party. This is an epic             
event that has existed for centuries – not really, but it is a long-standing tradition! Your QC Leaders will have 
additional accessories for you to jazz up your outfits.

Retro Party (10:30 pm – close), Sponsored by Lerners LLP
Location: Stages
Put on your best retro-gear (think 80s & 90s) and dance the night away at Stages. The DJ has promised to 
play great tunes to keep you moving and singing along all night! And the best part is that the person with 
the best costume will win a prize!

Orientation Schedule

Dean’s Welcome and Mini-Classes For First Years (9am-1130am)
Location: Room 001
Things get started early with a welcome speech from Dean Flanagan followed by a short day of introductory 
mini-classes. Each section will meet with its professors for a brief introduction to the courses while getting to 
know your small section classmates.

Legal Foundations (1–2pm)
Professors Lisa Dufraimont and Erik Knutsen, “An Introduction to the Study of Law”
Location: Room 001
Starting law school means jumping in to a world of legal reasoning, terminology and institutions.  This session 
aims to familiarize new students with some basic features of our legal system.  The presenters will also offer 
reflections on what students can expect from law school and how they can make the most of the experience 
and be successful. Professor Lisa Dufraimont researches and teaches in the areas of criminal law, procedure 
and evidence at the Queen’s University Faculty of Law.  After graduating from the University of Toronto 
Faculty of Law in 2001, Professor Dufraimont clerked at the Court of Appeal for Ontario and obtained both 
her LL.M. and her J.S.D. from Yale University. Professor Erik S. Knutsen researches and teaches about 
insurance, torts, and civil procedure. He earned an LL.M. from Harvard Law School and previously practiced 
litigation in Thunder Bay, Toronto, and finally New York, where he assisted in litigating 9/11 World Trade 
Center disaster cases.

Queen's Student ID Validation (3–4pm)
Location: Wallace Hall
Pickup your Queen's student card. Note that this is not at the law school so check a campus map or ask your 
QC leader for the location of Wallace Hall.

“Life Before Law School” – Mature Students Reception (4-6pm) 
Location: Grad Club
Ever wonder what your classmates did before they got here? Did you do something interesting or unique 
before coming to Queen’s? This is a great change for you to learn how diverse your class is as well as meet 
our mature student community! We have also invited your professors to stop by! 

Wednesday, September 4, 2013

Thursday, September 5, 2013
First Year Classes
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First Year Classes 

Legal Foundations (1 – 2:30pm)
The Hon. Justice David Stratas, “Seizing the opportunity and making the most of it: a judge’s 
perspective on legal education.”
Location: Room 001
David Stratas, LL.B. (Queen’s 1984), B.C.L. (Oxon. 1986), LL.D. (Queen’s 2012) is a judge of the Federal 
Court of Appeal and the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada. Before his appointment to the Bench in 
2009, he was regarded as one of Ontario’s top 40 litigators in any field. He specialized mainly in 
constitutional law, administrative law, and regulatory law. From 1994, he has taught at the law school, 
winning eight teaching awards. Today he teaches the Written Advocacy course, offered every year to 
upper year law students. Justice Stratas will present a lecture on the nature of legal education, its 
importance, and its relationship to your later career. From his own experiences as a Queen’s law student, 
law teacher, lawyer and judge, he will offer candid and practical advice about how to make the most of 
your legal education, enhancing your later career and your contribution to the world around you. At the 
conclusion of his lecture, he will be pleased to answer any questions relevant to his lecture, the practice of 
law, the legal system, and the judiciary.
 
Meet @ QC Leaders’ Houses (7:30pm)
Get ready for the theme party with your QC groups. Plan to dress up according to your group’s theme. 
Queen’s Law is known for their dress-up ability and it’s a great way to let loose with your fellow first years! 
Please note though, there's no pizza this time so you'll probably want to grab a bite to eat beforehand.

Theme Party - Board Games! (10:30pm - close), Sponsored by Blakes, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Location: Fluid
Ready to throw on your costumes? Come rock out with your costumes and prepare to dance the night 
away! Prizes will be awarded for best costumes and best group adding to the all-important points tally.

Orientation Schedule
Friday, September 6, 2013

Queen’s Football Game!!! (12:30 – 4pm)
Location: Meet at MacDonald Hall 
Get ready to get into the spirit of Queen’s! We are going to watch the Queen’s Gaels football team take on 
the Windsor Lancers. Wear the tricolour (Red, yellow and blue) and come ready to cheer! Don’t worry if 
you don’t know the rules of the game – this is a great chance to get into Queen’s Spirit and spend a day in 
the sun!  Fun fact: Several Queen’s Law alumni also played football for Queen’s  - Chris Gear was 
quarterback for the Gaels (Law ‘98) is now VP and General Counsel for the Vancouver Canucks!
Please note: Weather Permitting.

Queen's Law Board Game Night (7pm)
Location: Law Building
Hosted By: LSS Equity Committee
We happy to announce that the Queen’s Equity committee is hosting a games night! Come to the law 
school to hang out with your friends. Representatives from Queen’s Equity will be present to tell you all 
about how to get involved!

Saturday, September 7, 2013
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L.S.S. Clubs Day and Intramural Sign-ups (11am–2pm) 
Interested in the Criminal Law Association, the Sports and Entertainment Law Club, the Queen's Law Rugby 
Club or any one or many of the vast array of clubs found at Queen's Law? Then come check out the LSS 
Clubs Day to find out how many great opportunities there are for you to get involved in the Queen's Law 
community!

Upper Year Buddy Lunch (1–3pm), Sponsored by Gowling LaFleur Henderson LLP 
Location: Law Lounge & Courtyard
Curious about law school? Have some questions about Kingston? Just want to meet new people? Come 
meet upper year students who have volunteered to help you navigate through 1L!

Trivia Night (9pm arrival, 9:30pm Trivia begins) 
Location: Grad Club - Meet at QC Leaders’ House at 8pm
How many gas stations are there in Canada? If you don’t know, but are dying to find out, come to this event! 
Who doesn’t love a night of random facts and wonderful people? Meet at your QC Leader’s house, then 
head over to Grad Club for some solid trivia fun! Compete against the other teams to win awesome prizes!

Orientation Games (12–5pm)
Sponsored by the Faculty of Law and Miller Thomson LLP
Location: Meet at MacDonald Hall for bus to Rideau Acres
A not-to-be-missed event! Rideau Acres is a sprawling resort on the lake, just outside of Kingston. Come for 
a BBQ, followed by a day of friendly, competitive games: obstacle courses, sumo fights, jousts, and much 
more! After the organized events, feel free to lounge around and catch some rays! Transportation is provided 
to and from the law school.

Orientation Schedule
Sunday, September 8, 2013

Pro Bono Students Canada, Queen’s Law Journal (QLJ), Canadian Labour and Employment Law 
Journal (CLELJ) and Queen’s Legal Aid (QLA) Information Session (1–2:30pm)
Location: Room 001
Interested in getting involved with legal-related volunteer opportunities at Queen’s Law? Representatives 
from the Queen's Law Journal, the Canadian Labour and Employment Law Journal, Queen's Legal Aid, and 
Pro Bono Students Canada are coming to tell you what they are all about! Swing by and learn about the 
opportunities for first year students. As an extra incentive (not that you need it!), there will be a pizza lunch 
provided!

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Dean’s Wine & Cheese (4:30pm)
Location: Law Lounge
After your classes are done for the day, head to the lounge to mingle with Dean Flanagan, professors, 
representatives of the Ontario Bar Association, and your new peers!

Monday, September 9, 2013

Wednesday, September 11, 2013
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Park Day (1–4pm) 
Location: City Park
Come out and enjoy the last few days of summer with your new friends. Pack some snacks because we’ll 
have classic outdoor activities like Frisbee and football, and even some volleyball! You can also opt to catch 
some rays and relax! Please note: Weather permitting.
 
Meet @ QC Leaders’ Houses (8:30pm)
Tonight is a great night you’ll never forget – get ready at your Leaders’ houses for the Graffiti party of the 
year!! Don’t know what a Graffiti party is? Don’t worry, your leaders will explain it all and give you all the gear 
you need to have an amazing night! 

Graffiti Night (10:30pm – close), Sponsored by Aird & Berlis LLP
Location: Alfies / The Underground
Get ready to show your artistic side and mark up your fellow first years! We will provide you with a T-Shirt 
and a Sharpie, you supply the creativity. Also, this is your chance to visit Alfies, the campus bar.

Reception for new upper-year transfer, LOP, NCA and International Exchange Students (1–2:30pm)
Location: Macdonald Hall, Faculty Lounge, 5th Floor
New upper-year students, their buddies and new international exchange students, with their exchange 
buddies, are invited to meet and mingle with each other, the Dean, Associate Deans, faculty members and 
staff in the Admissions, Student Services, Career Services and Faculty Services offices. Members of the 
L.S.S. Core Executive are also invited to meet and mingle with these new students.

1000 Island Boat Cruise, Sponsored by the Faculty of Law and Fasken Martineau LLP 
Location: Crawford Dock @ Brock and Ontario St. Boarding Begins 6pm, Boat Departs 6:30pm)
A tradition at Queen’s Law – come out and enjoy an hour-long cruise of the 1000 islands. This will give you a 
chance to mingle with students and faculty over appetizers.

Snacks and Karaoke Night (Right after the Boat Cruise), Sponsored by Torys LLP
Location: Tir Na Nog
After the boat cruise, come on down to the Tir Na Nog for some delicious finger food and some karaoke fun! 
This will be a great opportunity to spend time getting to know students from other orientation groups and 
share your love of music! Can’t wait to hear some awesome renditions of the classics!

Orientation Schedule
Thursday, September 12, 2013

Friday, September 13, 2013

Saturday, September 14, 2013
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Pizza Dinner at QC Leaders’ House (6pm)
It’s time to get dressed up and excited for the Gala! Meet at your QC Leaders’ House for a pizza dinner 
before heading together to Portsmouth for the final event of Orientation.

Orientation Finale (7:30pm-11:30pm), Sponsored by the Queen’s Law Students’ Society
Location: Portsmouth Olympic Harbour
Dress: Semi-Formal
Dress up to the nines and join us to celebrate with all your new friends and help bring Orientation to a close. 
A large raffle will be included and awards will be given for the best groups and individuals in orientation. 
There will be a DJ ready to keep the dance floor bumpin’ all night. This is an event you do not want to miss!

Closing Ceremonies (11:30pm – close)
Location: Alfies Nightclub
The points have been tallied, the winners announced and now, sadly, Orientation must come to an end. Join 
your new friends at Alfies for a chance to reminisce on the magic that has been your Queen's Law 
Orientation experience. Bus transportation from the Gala will be provided.

Campus & Community Fair (11am – 1:30pm) 
Location: Law Lounge
While Queen’s Law offers you a ton of ways to get involved, many amazing volunteer opportunities exist 
outside its walls. Check out the Fair and find out how to give back to the wider Kingston community.

Team Dinner (7:30 – 9pm)
Your leaders will tell you the plan for your team – whether it’s a restaurant, a potluck, or just a lot of pizza at 
home! Tonight is a great night to hang out with your teammates and get to know the amazing people you’ll 
be spending the next three years with!

Orientation Schedule
Monday, September 16, 2013

Thursday, September 19, 2013
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Main Campus Map
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Thank-yous!

THANK YOU TO ...
The Grizzly Grill
Cloverleaf Lanes
Stages Night Club
The Grad Club
Fanatics Sports Lounge
FAB Experiences

MedTech Wristbands
The Merchant Tap House
Kingston 1000 Island Cruises
The Harbour Restaurant
Staples (Kingston)

Fluid Night Club
Rideau Acres Campground
Tir Nan Og Irish Pub
Alfie’s Nightclub
Godfatha’s Pizza
Frontenac Arch Biosphere


